Product Report 

Easton ST Axis Shafts

Carbon arrows have had an up and down history since their conception in the late eighties. The first carbons were produced by AFC and Beman. These shafts were pultruded carbon fibers that were very slender in diameter requiring the use of outserted point and nock adaptors. Because the shafts were pultruded they were very susceptible to breaking by twisting the shaft and also from side impacts from other arrows. Often times twisting the shaft inadvertently to remove it from a target would leave you holding a handful of carbon splinters. The outserted points and nocks led to many tuning issues such as contact on rest and poor concentricity with the nocks and broadheads. One thing everyone would agree on was carbon penetrated better and was lighter and faster. 

Second Generation Carbons

The next generation of carbon was brought to us by Beman. This generation of carbon, known as ICS or internal component system, was a vast improvement from the early carbon. These shafts not only featured pultruded strands but also were also radial wrapped to give the shaft added strength and making it impervious to breakage from twisting. The ICS shafts also feature internally fitting inserts and nocks therefore improving concentricity. These shafts are still widely used and offered by about twenty different manufacturers. It appears however, that the next generation of carbon arrows is here in the form of the Easton Axis.

Slim Technology

The Axis shaft combines the technologies used in both previous carbon styles. Easton has reduced the overall diameter of the Axis shaft while still utilizing an internally fit insert and nock system.  The reduced diameter increases penetration by concentrating the mass of the arrow into a smaller surface area. In order to make this work Easton developed the HIT System.

The HIT System

HIT stands for Hidden Insert Technology. This insert has no visible shoulder when installed in the Axis shaft. The insert is installed with a special tool, which is provided with every dozen shafts, that sets the insert to the proper depth. The inside diameter of the axis shaft is the same as the outside diameter of the shoulder on most of the popular broadhead and practice points manufactured today. What this system achieves is it eliminates the tolerance between the insert and the shaft. By having the point interface directly to the inside of the shaft, concentricity is greatly improved. Broadheads spin like a top when installed in these shafts therefore improving accuracy and consistency. 

Accuracy

For many years I felt the best carbon arrows on the market were those with an aluminum core such as the Easton A-CC. I have hunted with A-CC’s exclusively for the last ten years. The aluminum core is straightened to exacting tolerances before being wrapped in carbon. I tried other all carbon arrows but was never able to achieve the same accuracy and consistency as my A-CC’s.

When I received my first dozen Axis shafts I figured I would shoot them for a while but ultimately would end up going back to my faithful A- CC’s. After fletching the Axis I went to the range and began shooting them at twenty yards. My first group of five was right in the “x” ring. Later, I shot them outdoors at sixty yards and was consistently grouping them all in the twelve ring on my McKenzie elk target. In the last two weeks I have shot six Robin Hoods with the Axis at twenty yards. Not bad for an arrow that is only 17/64s in diameter.   

 Strength

The construction of the Axis shaft makes for an incredibly durable hunting arrow. The reduced diameter allows for a heavier wall thickness with out drastically affecting arrow weight. The end result is a very strong, deep penetrating arrow perfectly designed for hunting. Whether you are chasing deer in the back yard or moose and bear in Canada the Axis should stand up to the task. I recently shot a huge poquipine that had been terrorizing the fruit trees in my yard. The arrow completely penetrated the animal lengthwise, which did not surprise me. What did surprise me was that after the arrow exited the animal it slammed into a huge boulder on the edge of my lawn blowing the nock out of the shaft and crushing the broadhead. I assumed that the arrow would be toast after such an abrupt halt. I was shocked to discover that there was no damage to the shaft at all. After carefully inspecting the arrow I installed a new nock and shot it into a target. The arrow landed into the middle of the group. 

If you are looking for a great all round hunting arrow the Easton ST Axis is a terrific choice. The Axis produces good speeds, incredible strength, deep penetration and remarkable accuracy. I don’t know about you but those are all of the qualities I look for in a hunting arrow. It looks like I will have to retire my A-CC’s this season. 

