Product Report

Schaffer TEC-1 Drop-away Rest

I am a huge fan of drop-away arrow rests. For years one of my biggest obstacles as an archery technician has been trying to eliminate fletching contact on conventional rest. Contact with a plastic vane on an arrow rest will erode accuracy and make it just about impossible to get arrows to hit the same place twice. I recently conducted a test on our Hooter Shooter shooting machine to show the effects of contact. What I found was that not only could I not get arrows to group consistently off the machine with contact but also I couldn’t even get the same arrow to hit the same place twice.  A well-built, properly timed drop-away rest can eliminate this contact and greatly improve a shooters accuracy. The problem however is finding rests that actually work. In the last three years I have shot almost every drop-away rest on the market. Some have been very good some have been horrible. Many of the drop-away rest on the market today have way to many moving parts for my liking. Others are too delicately built. Many just flat out do not work. Last fall I found the best built, best functioning rest yet! The Schaffer TEC-1.

Schaffer is a small company based in Minnesota that specializes in making high quality arrow rests. Last September they sent a rest to the store and said to try it and let them know what I thought. Immediately I liked the solidly built machined construction of the rest. Attached to the bow the rest looks as though it is an integral part of the riser. The TEC-1 is machined to fit the Hoyt TEC handles. Other models are available to fit other brands of bows. This rest uses a cord, which is tied into the power cable of the bow, to pull the rest into the launch position. In the down position the launchers actually serve as a very effective arrow holder. This is the first rest I have found that effectively incorporates an arrow holder into a functional launcher. Most of the other rest on the market that boasts some type of arrow retention system will have fletching contact.   The timing of a drop-away rest is very critical. If the rest does not drop quick enough the fletching will contact negating any positive effect of a drop-away. If the rest drops too quickly accuracy will also suffer. The TEC-1 has a setscrew adjustment to fine-tune the cord length to achieve the proper rate of drop. This adjustment is best set by a professional who has experience with this type of rest.

In all if you are looking for a high quality drop-away rest, give the Schaffer a try. I think you will like the end result!
